Professor Romberg is of opinion that the diseases of the nervous system should now be considered scientifically. He has been led to this conclusion from a consideration of the numerous researches instituted of late years by physiologists, and of the important results which have followed ; and he has been induced to act on that opinion from the conviction that no work has yet been published in which the neuroses were so discussed.
Order I. Hyperesthesia of the Nerves. The pathology of the sensitive neuroses must be founded on the physiological laws of sensation. There are three principal laws of this kind. The first is the law of isolated continuity of a nervous fibril and of isolated conduction of sensation from its peripheral to its central termination. This applies, without exception, to all the peripheral nerves.
The second law is the law of irradiation of sensation in the central organ ; and the third is the law of excentric phenomena, by which the sensations consequent upon change in a sensitive nerve in any part of its course are referred by the individual to its peripheral extremity. This law divides the hyperesthesias into the two divisions of peripheral and central, according as they are allocated in any part of the fibril in its course from the periphery to the centre, or in the central axis itself. This law is of very considerable importance in the study of the pathological anatomy of the sensitive neuroses, and in explaining the symptoms of diseases of the nervous system generally. In dissecting a case of crural neuralgia, for example, it would not be sufficient to confine the attention to the seat of pain. The whole course of the nerve must be traced up to its insertion in the spinal cord, and (if it were possible) through the cord, ganglia of the medulla oblongata, and the lower cerebral ganglia, to its termination in the hemispherical ganglia, supposing these to be the sensorium. By the second law of radiation of sensation, we understand how many sensations and motions originate. An If he be inoculated with the usual metaphysics of the German school, they will not possess much value. Should, however, future neuro-physiological researches be as successful as the past, and these be worked up by our author, his first volume will need rewriting by the time his second is finished.
